Discerning The Voice Of God
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Prelude:  Open the Eyes of my heart (Instrumental)
Scripture reading:  
John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
Congregational: 
Open the eyes of my heart
Great are your works

Holy Spirit Take Control
Drama or Video:

Offering and Announcements:

Message:
There are various ways in which the Lord communicates. We will learn this today. Friends let’s pray for God to teach us so we can be better at hearing Him and draw closer in relationship with Him.
Opening Prayer:
Lord, we want to know your voice and the various ways in which you communicate.
Teach us so we can draw closer in relationship with you in Jesus name Amen.
I want to start with a question:  Do you know when God speaks to you?
This is not always easy especially if you lead a very busy lifestyle.

Scripture teaches us that God does still speak to his children. We just have to learn the various ways that God speaks to us. 

Let us take a look at the book of Samuel. There is an example of God speaking.

Please open your Bibles to 1 Samuel 3:1-10 and follow along as I read the text. 

1 Samuel 3:1-10
The LORD Calls Samuel 

1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 
2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple [1] of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 
Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." 
But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down. 
6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." 
"My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." 
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." 
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' " So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" 
Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."   
I love Samuel’s response!
Notice in verse 3 that Samuel was lying down. This suggest to me that his mind was open for communication since there did not seem to be any distractions reported.

The same is true in my life. The less busy I am the more I am open to listen…
Is this true for you?

Let us look at a few ways in which the Lord communicates with us. Please note that this is only a few. God can choose a variety ways or means to speak. The Lord knows exactly how to reach each and everyone of us so there are no limits.
Please note that if you feel that the Lord has communicated with you the communication must be consistent with His Word and His will!
Do not be fooled by counterfeit or demonic responses. Remember that there is such thing as spiritual warfare going on all around us. The demonic forces are battling for the minds of humans. 

Stay rooted in Scripture to learn about the one you seek to communicate with. You will fall in love with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Methods:
1. Bible reading.  This is one of the main ways that I know that God communicates with us.  The Bible can be trusted with past, present and future documented information. It has passed the litmus test for being inspired by God. The Bible gives plenty of examples on how to live your life. It is mankind’s owners manual issued from our Creator.  
When you read the Bible know that the words have life changing affects on those seeking truth…  The Lord speaks to us through His word. He gives us hope, encouragement, a promise, answers regarding this life and the life to come, grace and His extended hand into our circumstances.
2. Impression in your spirit consistent with the Lords will. Have you ever been in a situation where you needed to make a decision? At this time pray and ask God what you should do. Listen within for God’s prompting within. The Lord might answer with a Yes, No, Wait, Go, Leave, don’t kind of answers. The answers or promptings are not limited to these short responses. You might hear the answer from the Lord gently delivered or loudly delivered in your own voice in your head. The answers could be long or short.
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     Wait     Go   Leave    Don’t…
3. Audible: This includes in a flame, thunderous voice or in the form of a gentle whisper.

Remember that the Lord spoke to Moses through the burning bush.
More Examples: 

3.2. 1 Kings 19:1-18 Elijah Flees to Horeb 

1 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, "May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them." 
3 Elijah was afraid [1] and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. "I have had enough, LORD ," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors." 5 Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. 
All at once an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat." 6 He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 
7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you." 8 So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 


The LORD Appears to Elijah 

And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 
10 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too." 
11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD , for the LORD is about to pass by." 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD , but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 
Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 
14 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too." 
15 The LORD said to him, "Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel-all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him."

I don’t know of God speaking audibly with a voice heard outside of our head or to people these days. This does not suggest that God won’t!  
4. Communication through People: The Church, Body of Christ, Pastors, Reverends, Deacons, evangelist…

Your changed life speaks volumes of the Lords influence on your life that it can draw many to God. Your testimony can speak of the glory of God and transcend in ways moved by God’s Spirit into the ears of the observer.

Have you ever attended Church and felt like the message was aimed directly at your circumstances? That’s God speaking through the Church Pastor, Reverend, Deacon,  Evangelist or ministry to you.

5. Creation: This speaks of His magnificent creative abilities. It shows love in how we are sustained. Think of the variety of days we experience throughout the year.  Sunny, rainy, foggy, snowy days etc… Every one of these speaks of a loving Creator taking care of the earth seasonal and daily processes in ways to help his creation have food and recreation.   Think of the air that you breath. It is being sustained by God.
Creation speaking of God’s awesomeness goes well beyond what I am covering in this message.
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Questions: 

Have you ever sat in silence and talked to God?
After doing so did you wait for communication from God? 
If you have, is your communication with God one sided? I am referring to you just talking to him with no pause for possible communication.

Friends, you may not hear from God but the fact that you are making yourself available is very pleasing to God.  It shows that you want a relationship with him that is not all about you. You leave the door open for God to speak to you in the way that He chooses!


[image: image5.png]



Action Steps:

● Start with reducing your distractions. Turn off the electronic devices such as phones, pagers, TV’s, radios… Find a quiet place and then sit and be still….
Start praying to God as if He was sitting next to you. Spend some time with Him. After you have communicated with Him say to the Lord, speak Lord your servant is listening. 
Remember to be quiet, sit and be still blocking out distractions while staying focus on God…
This takes a lot of practice so please do not get discourage if you can only do this for a short period of time. You have to build up your spiritual muscles to the point where you can do this for longer periods of time. The more you practice this discipline the longer you can stay focused in silence.

● Read your Bible daily or as much as possible for the rest of your life. Do not read through it once and think that you are finished. The Bible speaks to us as we go through life in ways that will surprise you. You will say, wow I did not know that was in the Bible. You will always find that God’s word will speak to your circumstances all through your life. Since this is Gods word it really should not surprise us since God speaks to us through His word the Bible. Read the Bible for answers. Read it for life!
● Make God the primary person you communicate with on a daily basis.
Practice making Him present in all that you do. A good book that I want to suggest to help you see what I am referring to is called “The practice of the presence of God by Brother Lawrence”.  

● Make sure that you don’t have any unconfessed sin in your life. This will cause you to become distant to God. If you do, pray to God telling Him all of it and ask for forgiveness. This will bring you back into fellowship with God. 
● Ask God to put a finger on anything that you are doing that grieve Him. Ask for help in correcting it. Ask God to reveal more of Himself to you.  It is because you really want to know Him more. Share your feelings with Him. Be Honest and true with God at all times.
Conclusion:
Friends now you have a few ways on how to discern the voice of God.  Ponder what you have learned today throughout the week and put it in action. Look for ways in which God maybe communicating in your daily life. 
Will you do this?

Let’s stand for closing prayer.
Closing Prayer:

Lord Almighty we want to hear your voice and carry out what you ask us to do. We want to be closer to you. Please help us so that we can know when you communicate.  We want to be the sheep that listens to and knows your voice. Teach us this throughout our lives and  please speak for your  servants are listening in Jesus Awesome name Amen!
Scripture References:
John 10:27
1 Samuel 3:1-10

1 Kings 19:1-18
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